CHAPTER III
DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS

IN the preceding chapter we have discussed the possi-
bility of studying in detail the various mental processes
in their relationship to the capabilities of the individual.
However, before there can be a final diagnosis upon which
to base practical procedure, certain interpretative con-
siderations must be weighed. The psychological examina-
tion is not sufficient in and of itself to enable one to reach
a diagnosis; rather, here, as in medicine, we need differ-
ential diagnosis. This means a much broader acquaint-
ance with the problems of psychopathology than mere
familiarity with tests indicates. Abnormal reactions to
tests are outward signs that require interpretation, since
they may be due to any one of a number of causes. Hence,
the various possibilities must be known and considered
before concluding that we have a case of either general
mental defect or special mental disability.

Here should be emphasized the fact that data must be
gathered from various sources in order to make an in-
telligent study of an individual. Even for educational
diagnosis much more is needed than the findings obtained
from psychological tests. Adequate case-studies here,
as in other problems, require a knowledge of the condi-
tions in the background, including data concerning
heredity, family history, developmental history and en-
vironmental conditions. One can intelligently under-
stand an individual only in the light of all these facts.
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